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Business Advisory Council
Overview

In September 2009, CaliforniaVolunteers – the state office tasked with promoting and increasing service and volunteering – will launch the state’s first Business Advisory Council (BAC) focusing on employee volunteering and service to communities. The BAC is a cornerstone of CaliforniaVolunteers’ new Business Partner Program (BPP), and will serve to inform CaliforniaVolunteers’ efforts to increase and strengthen business volunteering across the state in collaboration with local, regional and national leaders. 
The BAC will be comprised of representatives from approximately 25 member companies based or with a significant presence in California, representing a cross-section of industries from large, mid-sized and small businesses.
The initial development of the BPP and the BAC was led by a team of pro bono consultants from Deloitte LLP in collaboration with CaliforniaVolunteers staff.  The program is widely informed by significant local, state and national thought-leaders in the national service arena, as well as a wide variety of business leaders who have a strong commitment to employee volunteering.

Special thanks to members the Business Advisory Council work group who have been integral to designing the BAC - Bobbi Silten from Gap Inc.;  David Porges from Deloitte LLP;  Roger Hancock from AAA of Northern California; Jeff Hoffman from The Walt Disney Company;  Rita Holiday from Intel;  and Marty Keller, the Governor’s Small Business Advocate.

To Learn More

An informational gathering about the BAC is being held June 23, 2009, set against the backdrop of the most innovative and dynamic National Conference on Service and Volunteering the nation has ever seen.  Participation in this gathering is by invitation only.  Invited businesses will hear from California’s Secretary of Service and Volunteering and head of CaliforniaVolunteers, Karen Baker, as well as other thought-leaders, and will learn about the strategic direction and anticipated impacts of California’s first statewide Business Advisory Council focused on volunteering and service. 
More information about CaliforniaVolunteers’ Business Partner Program, including links to a wide array of best practices pertaining to employee volunteering (for both businesses and nonprofits that host business volunteers), can be found at www.CaliforniaVolunteers.org.

Please direct any questions regarding CaliforniaVolunteers’ Business Partner Program or the Business Advisory Council to Nancy.Olson@CaliforniaVolunteers.ca.gov.

To learn more about the National Conference on Service and Volunteering, with its robust Business Volunteering track, visit www.VolunteeringandService.org.

